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Unpacking the entry points to URL and linking them to 
the New Urban Agenda 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Challenge: The Urban-Rural DivideMany problems faced in the city are not contained by it (food insecurity, poor air quality, water pollution, energy supply, urban sprawl).Urbanization is happening outside the urban: in peri-urban fringes, city expansions, intermediate and small towns, and rural settlements now reclassified as urban.Rural-urban migration driving 1/3 of urban growth + natural population increase + reclassificationInequality across the Urban-Rural continuumIn a rapidly urbanizing environment in developing countries, disparities are increasing within and among cities.  Small and intermediate cities often lack behind as mayor investments (creating job opportunities, housing, basic services) are often channeled to primary cities. Rural areas are facing depopulation (rural to urban migration), �reducing productivity and increasing inequalities in services and opportunities. Challenge: Making integration possibleInstitutional ‘silo thinking’ does not take into account the different (urban, peri-urban, rural) stakeholders, for holistic solutions. Horizontal and vertical cohesion is needed for a holistic approach to reduce disparities. When thinking about, “Leaving no-one behind”, integrated solutions are necessary for sustainable rural and urban development – such as strong Urban-Rural Linkages.
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Introduction – UN-Habitat’s mandate for URL
UN-Habitat’s mandate for Urban-Rural Linkages has recently be enhanced by three 
frameworks: 

- SDG 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable…Target 11.a:  Support positive economic, social and environmental 
links between urban, per-urban and rural areas by strengthening national and 
regional development planning. 

- The 25th Governing Council resolution 25/1
- Resolution 25/1 - 11: 
- Request to develop tools and disseminate good practices to promote urban-

rural linkages. 
- Resolution 25/1 - 12: 
- Request to work closely with other intergovernmental organizations and 

stakeholders to strengthen urban-rural linkages.  
- Action: Preparations for collecting international good practices (case 

studies) on strategies that promote urban-rural linkages. Those case studies 
will serve as basis for the development of specific tools and contribute to 
peer-to-peer learning. 

- Resolution 25/4 - I.7 : Request to continue to raise awareness of the 
relationship between positive urban-rural development linkages…, 

- The New Urban Agenda: UN-Habitat has been working together with 
international development partners and UN-Agencies (UNDP, IFAD, FAO, 
UNCRD, UNEP among others) on a paradigm shift to promote urban-rural 
linkages. The New Urban Agenda: References to Urban-Rural Linkages are 
found in several Paragraphs of the New Urban Agenda… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The report of the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals also addresses urban-rural linkages with a view to “supporting  positive economic, social and environmental links between urban, peri-urban and rural areas.” Partners communitas, GIZ, IFAD, WFP
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The New Urban Agenda 
Selected paragraphs: 

Paragraph 26: 
We commit ourselves to urban and rural development that is people-centred, 
protects the planet, and is age- and gender-responsive, and to the realization of all 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, facilitating living together, ending all forms 
of discrimination and violence, and empowering all individuals and communities 
while enabling their full and meaningful participation. We further commit ourselves 
to promoting culture and respect for diversity and equality as key elements in the 
humanization of our cities and human settlements.

Paragraph 49: 
We commit to support territorial systems that integrate urban and rural functions into the 
national and sub-national spatial frameworks and the systems of cities and human 
settlements, promoting sustainable management and use of natural resources and land, 
ensuring reliable supply and value chains that connect urban and rural supply and demand 
to foster equitable regional development across the urban-rural continuum and fill the 
social, economic, and territorial gaps.
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Different entry points to Urban-Rural Linkages

10 entry points for urban-rural linkages have been identified in 2015: 

Rural 
Urbanization: 

Small and 
Intermediate 

Towns 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Message: Many entry points and areas for actions for strengthening Urban-rural linkages. This can only be done in collaboration with partners such UNCRD, FAO, IFAD (and the other panelist!) Reducing environmental impact in urban-rural convergences;Urban-rural continuum in the face of disaster;Mobility and migration between urban and rural areas;Rural urbanization: the development of small and intermediate cities;Territorial and spatial planning for balanced urban and rural development;Food security systems and a “sustainable chain” for all; Inclusive investment and finance in both urban and rural areas;Enhancing legislation and governance and capacity for urban-rural partnerships;A global partnership on promoting urban-rural linkages. 



UN-Habitat is taking action at different levels 

National level: 
National Urban Policies that foster an integrated territorial 
development and strong Urban-Rural Linkages

Regional Level: 
Thinking territorial –
Acting within the continuum of space! 

Metropolitan Level: 
Integrating Urban, peri-urban and rural areas –
Using Synergies across administrative boundaries!

Local Level: 
Strengthening small and intermediate cities and rural urban 
settlements – and strengthening Urban-Rural Partnerships. 
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Case Study at Regional Level : Germany/Denmark –
Hamburg/Jutland: Transnational cooperation  

Main Issues: International competition of regions,
transnational cooperation, rural-urban disparities,
sustainable economic development
Strategy: 
Building of development corridor and clusters,
urban-rural partnerships
Tools:
Integrated ter. management, pilot infrastructure
projects, data analysis and policy recommendations
Results:
Development of a prototype transnational functional
area and trans-border strategies, 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hamburg (1.75 Mio. inhabitants) is one of the most important metropolises in Northern Europe. For almost 20 years the informal planning network of the Hamburg Metropolitan Region connects the core city with the economic hinterland of Hamburg (approx. 5 Mio. inhabitants). The Metropolitan region has been extended several times and includes parts of three German Federal States and the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg. In this context, Hamburg aimed to prepare a statistical profile and recommendations for a large-scale cooperation between growth poles, smaller towns and rural areas between Hamburg and northern Jutland (DK) in the field of cluster development. The northern part of Schleswig-Holstein as well as the west of Denmark (Jutland) fear to become economically and structurally lagging regions compared to other parts of Northern Europe. This is especially the concern of a number of rural areas along the E 45 and more peripheral regions at the North Sea coast. Different regions in Jutland, the harbour city of Gothenburg (0.8 Mio. inhabitants) and the second largest city of Denmark Aarhus (0.5 Mio. inhabitants) are therefore willing to strengthen the connections with Hamburg as the most relevant metropolis besides Copenhagen. The main objectives of the project are bridging the gap between the economic centers and the rural/peripheral hinterland and reduce disparities through integrated development, bringing up the question how to intensify transnational cooperation on the so-called Jutland route between Hamburg (GER) and Gothenburg (SWE) – (following the European Route 45, a transnational transport corridor through Europe) and how rural areas along the route could benefit from such cooperation with urban areas. Future perspectives are seen in potentials for further development of the corridor; the definition of common aims, objectives and messages among the different political and territorial strategies along the corridor; practical projects (science, enterprises, logistics, etc.) as a basis for future cooperation; and mutual learning processes from each other’s experiences.The main focus of the project was to build a common basis for future strategies and projects. Besides several meetings, workshops and partner activities to win relevant stakeholders as partners and join all relevant actors on different scales, countries and sectors, future socio-economic perspectives were elaborated on basis of statistical profiles. The common perspectives and goals finally led to the selection of future large-scale projects on development, research, renewable energy, construction and other initiatives. For example, driven by the Trans-European transport network (TEN-T) a fixed link crossing the Fehmarn-Belt between the Metropolitan Region and south-east Denmark (a tunnel is planned), the development axis interlinking Hamburg and the Baltic metropolis of Copenhagen/ Malmö (1.5 Mio. inhabitants) is going to be strengthened. The Hamburg pilot provides a good example of the potential for large-scale, cross-border urban-rural cooperation. However, it should be kept in mind that activities cannot be limited to improved cross-border cooperation; first they need to accommodate aspects of urban-rural cooperation. The innovative aspects of this pilot lie in the large-scale perspectiveof future cooperation in a functional area that crosses regional and national administrative borders. The project served as a starting point to identify opportunities, objectives and tools for cooperation by developing approaches in selected economic fields of interest (e.g. renewable energy, tourism, agriculture, logistics) and the elaboration of regional, transnational policy recommendations and an implementation plan for future integrated development and concrete large-scale projects, as well as a trilingual promotional fact book of the region.



Case Study at Regional Level: Cameroon: Enugu - Bamenda Highway Construction 
Cooperation between ministries and councils, road construction and tarring

Main Issues:
Poor road quality and connectivity
Strategy:
Infrastructure development for economic and
social development
Tools:
Road construction; Cross-municipal co-operation
Results:
Better connectivity, market access & trade activity
Social impacts:
Increased mobility of women & education availability

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mobility of women: Before the road was built women were often refused rides as they were seen to be too weak to help push the vehicle should it get stuck in the mud
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A global partnership for URL 

Article 82 of the NUA:  We invite international and regional organizations 
and bodies including those of the United Nations system and multilateral 
environmental agreements, development partners, international and 
multilateral financial institutions, regional development banks, the private 
sector, and other stakeholders, to enhance coordination of their urban 
and rural development strategies and programmes to apply an integrated 
approach to sustainable urbanization, mainstreaming the implementation of the 
New Urban Agenda.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As asked for in the NUA, international organizations have to work together for URL and covering the different entry points to the theme. This is why UN-Habitat is fostering a global partnership for URL. So far…some options to advance on this have been explored and some actions have been taken. 
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Next steps…

 After the Monteria Communique and the successful and well 
attended events in Quito the establishment of a network will be 
explored, initiated by UN-Habitat in collaboration with UNCRD, FAO, 
UNITAR, WFP, IFAD, GIZ, OECD among others. 

 Possible agenda items of this network include: 
– Collection of good practices and strategies for strengthening 

urban-rural linkages to foster peer-to-peer learning. 
– Development of Guiding Principles to strengthen urban-rural 

linkages that foster balanced, inclusive and sustainable urban 
and rural transformation. 

– Development of tools and capacity building means in order to 
adequately support national and local authorities in their process 
of enhancing urban-rural linkages. 

– Establishment of a platform to share and disseminate case 
studies, tools and training materials.



Working together on URL 
– joint activities 

• June 2017: UN-
Habitat contributes 
actively to the 
Habitat III EGM 
“Integrating Food 
Security and 
Nutrition into Urban 
and Territorial 
Planning” (co-
organized by FAO) 



Working together on URL 
– joint activities 

• July 2017: UN-Habitat 
contributes actively to 
the Side Event “Rural-
Urban Connectivity in 
Integrated Regional 
Development ~ 
Implications towards 
Livelihood Security 
and Poverty 
Alleviation“ (organized 
by UNCRD) 



Joint projects - Flows

 FAO and UN-Habitat have 
started to work (in a small 
scale) to collaborate and 
are jointly working on a 
project with the KUEHNE 
foundation on: “Improving 
Rural-Urban Food 
Supply Chains from 
Small Farmers to 
Informal Settlement 
Dwellers”



Selected UN-Habitat Tools for strong URL – National Level
National Urban Policies 
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Strengthening urban, peri-urban and rural links
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As referred to in the New Urban 
Agenda, para 93

We acknowledge the principles 
and strategies for urban and 
territorial planning contained in 
the International Guidelines on 
Urban and Territorial Planning, 
adopted by the Governing 
Council of UN-Habitat at its 25th 
session in April 2015.

Selected UN-Habitat Tools for strong URL – Territorial 
Level

IG-UTPS



Upcoming Publication 
on Urban-Rural 
Linkages
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Thank you. We would be happy to hear your ideas now! 
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